
 
 

 
 

DP WORLD REPORTS RECORD UK VOLUMES IN 2021 AS IT INVESTS £340M IN 
NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE  
             Release time: immediate 

 
London, United Kingdom, 7th February 2022:  DP World’s two UK ports handled a record volume of cargo in 2021, after the 
leading provider of smart logistics solutions met growing customer demand with major investments in capability and capacity.  
 
During the 12 month period, DP World’s port-centric logistics hub at London Gateway saw throughput of 1,804,871 TEU, a 15 
per cent increase on the previous annual record set last year. At DP World Southampton, Britain’s second largest container 
terminal, throughput in the 12 month period was 1,871,081 TEU, which contributed to a record combined UK total of 3,675,952 
TEU.  
 
DP World – which operates ports, terminals and logistics businesses on six continents – announced last year a further £300m 
investment in a new fourth berth at London Gateway on top of the ongoing £40m invested at Southampton. Globally, the 
company reported strong financial results for the six months to 30 June 2021, with EBITDA growing 18.2 per cent year-on-year. 

 
Ernst Schulze, Chief Executive of DP World in the UK, said: “These record UK numbers underline the fact that we have the 
capacity and capability to continue delivering first class services for all existing customers whilst expanding customer choice by 
handling new sailings. We also plan to continue our investment in rail interconnectivity at both hubs, easing congestion on the 
roads. Already, 30 percent of containers at the Port of Southampton are moved by rail – the highest proportion in the UK.”  
 
“We believe in the UK market and have the ambition and the resources to boost growth, support businesses, create jobs and 
improve living standards. By focusing on solving complex logistical challenges for our customers, we aim to be a partner in their 
business success, providing fast reliable and flexible links to international supply chains and markets.” 

 
Strong throughput from existing customers and the arrival of six new major international shipping services at the two terminals 
drove the 2021 performance. Imports and exports through London Gateway and Southampton included automotive parts, white 
goods and household furniture, as consumers spent more on physical products during the pandemic, while foodstuffs remained 
important in the overall cargo mix. Southampton and London Gateway have both been awarded freeport status as part of 
Solent Freeport and Thames Freeport respectively, further cementing the critical role of both locations in the UK’s international 
trade. 
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For DP World media enquiries, please contact:  

Tony Lodge: New Century Media  
Tel: 07850 646502 
Tonylodge@newcenturymedia.co.uk  
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Dave Sergeant: New Century Media 
Tel: 07874 866316 
Davidsergeant@newcenturymedia.co.uk  
 
More information:  
About DP World in the UK  
DP World in the UK is at the heart of Britain’s trading future, providing the right trading infrastructure and smart logistics 
solutions for our customers. We believe in the UK market and have the ambition and resources to boost growth, support 
businesses, create jobs and improve living standards.  
 
We have created a high-quality integrated business – two deep water ports with freight rail terminals at London Gateway 
and Southampton, a rapidly expanding logistics park, and an advanced software business providing online links to 
customers and border control.  
 
About DP World  
We are the leading provider of worldwide smart end-to-end supply chain logistics, enabling the flow of trade across the 
globe. Our comprehensive range of products and services covers every link of the integrated supply chain – from maritime 
and inland terminals to maritime services and industrial parks as well as technology-driven customer solutions.  
 
We deliver these services through an interconnected global network of 128 business units in 60 countries across six 
continents, with a significant presence both in high-growth and mature markets. Wherever we operate, we integrate 
sustainability and responsible corporate citizenship into our activities, striving for a positive contribution to the economies 
and communities where we live and work.  
 
Our dedicated, diverse and professional team of more than 53,000 employees from 131 countries are committed to 
delivering unrivalled value to our customers and partners. We do this by focusing on mutually beneficial relationships – 
with governments, shippers, traders, and other stakeholders along the global supply chain – relationships built on a 
foundation of mutual trust and enduring partnerships.  
 
We think ahead, anticipate change and deploy industry-leading technology to further broaden our digital vision to disrupt 
world trade and create the smartest, most efficient and innovative solutions, while ensuring a positive and sustainable 
impact on economies, societies and our planet.  
 
 
Follow DP World on: 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/DP_World 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/dp-world 
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